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Dear Parents: 

 

In September 1967, we opened our door to the first group of 8 children.   Since then, 

Springs East Montessori School has embraced, educated and graduated more than 

2,500+ children.  Some of our oldest graduates have returned with their own children 

and made us all proud and loving grandparents. 
     

Our present enrollment is 30 – 60 students from 2 years through 3rd grade.  We are a 

non-sectarian, coeducational and have been completely integrated from the day we 

were founded. 
       

This brochure is intended to give you an initial sense of who we are.  We hope that 

you gain an understanding of our founding beliefs, basis for our curriculum and our 

faculty.  Hopefully, you will find yourself interested in what we do at Springs East, 

how we do it and how our program will benefit the growth of your child.  At the same 

time, we hope that the following information will stir up your thoughts and feelings 

about education in general to aid you in making this most important decision for your 

child’s education and care. 
 

Our goal is to find the perfect fit between student, family and our school.  We feel 

that we can meet this goal by allowing families who are interested in Springs East to 

consider us on the basis of solid information; we have attempted to make a good 

beginning in the pages that follow.  We sincerely hope that you have many questions 

after reading the materials and we welcome the opportunity to meet with you and 

show you our school.  Please give us a call to arrange your first visit. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Miss Ann 
 

Ann Griesdorn 

Founding Director 

Springs East Montessori School 



Welcome to Springs East Montessori School
 

Learning the right answers will get you 

through school.  Learning how to learn will 

get you through life.  At Springs East, we 

emphasize teaching not correcting.  Children 

learn to try without being constantly 

corrected; it is a natural way of learning 

something new.  In the preschool age group, 

learning how organize serves as the basis of 

learning how to think.  In the Kindergarten 

and Elementary years, our approach is to 

teach students to think, not merely to 

memorize, feedback, and forget. 
 

The basis of our approach is the simple 

observation that children learn most 

effectively through direct experience and the 

process of investigation and discovery.  No 

two students learn at the same pace, nor do 

they necessarily learn best from the same 

methods.  Our goal is to be flexible and 

innovative in creating learning materials that 

will address each student’s unique learning 

style.  We recognize that before students can 

take advantage of challenging education, they 

have to discover their innate abilities.  They 

need to develop a strong sense independence 

and self-discipline. They must be willing to 

make and learn from countless mistakes.  This 

suggests an education of the heart, as much as 

an education of the mind. 
 

Springs East Montessori School is designed to 

be a school where children can blossom!  We 

seek to inspire a passion for excellence and 

nurture curiosity creativity and imagination.  

Our goal is to give students a fine education, 

and most important, to prepare then for life.  

Our former students have gone off to shine in 

school. More importantly, they live lives 

filled with quiet dignity and compassion for 

others.  Beginning with the habit of 

community service instilled during their years 

at Springs East, our graduates are building a 

legacy of kindness, understanding and 

contributions to the world. We know that this 

goes beyond the scope of traditional 

education, but then the Springs East 

Montessori School is a rather unusual school, 

and we expect something different. 
 

Springs East Montessori School was founded 

in 1967 by Ann Griesdorn, a visionary teacher 

who believes that the essence of true teaching 

was to inspire the young mind through the joy 

of finding success in the learning process.  

Miss Ann was trained to teach the Montessori 

Method, by Mario Montessori, Dr. Maria 

Montessori’s son, who encouraged her to 

follow her passion to develop new and unique 

learning materials for children. She now trains 

Montessori teachers internationally.  The 

school has continued to grow over the past 

four decades into a warm, loving community 

of students, families and teachers committed 

to giving their children a world-class 

education. 
 

Our faculty deeply believes in finding success 

for each child in learning.  We treat even our 

youngest children with respect as a full and 

complete individual.  Our task as a school is 

to help each student discover and develop the 

unique talents and possibilities that are his/her 

birthright.  We are nonsectarian, 

coeducational, and have been completely 

integrated from the day we were founded.  

Our international student body represents 

more than 12+ different countries and nearly 

every ethnic group and major world religion. 

 



 

Learning How to Learn 
 

Young children are naturally curious, want to do activities and want to work with everything they 

can get their hands on.  They absorb concepts and skills from their surroundings and peers almost 

through osmosis.  When we provide them with intriguing learning materials and a challenging 

atmosphere, children spontaneously investigate the activities and how they work.  Learning can and 

should be as natural as breathing and when this curiosity and excitement for learning takes place, it 

becomes that easy and that natural for them. 
 

Students of every age level learn best through hands-on experience, not simply by listening to their 

teachers’ explanations.  They need opportunities to learn by trial and error, discovery and touching 

the materials.  They need time to practice and apply new skills and knowledge and they must be 

carefully coached. 
 

Rather than present students with loads of right answers, our teachers lead children to discover the 

answers for themselves.  Learning becomes its own reward, and each success fuels a desire to 

discover even more.  We encourage students to do their own research, analyze what they have 

found, and come to their own conclusions.  Our goal is to lead students to think for themselves and 

become actively engaged in the learning process. 
 

At Springs East, students learn from the mistakes they make and they learn to become comfortable 

making mistakes so they become comfortable trying new things and experiencing the interesting 

results of their effort.  This allows them to learn and not to be afraid of making mistakes.  They 

quickly find that few things in life come easily, and they can try again without fear of 

embarrassment. 
 

We help students set increasingly high goals for themselves so that they can take pride in the quality 

of their own growing skills and knowledge.  We want them working right up to the very limit of 

their abilities.  Success in school is directly tied to the degree that children believe in themselves as 

capable and independent human beings.  If they knew the words, even very young children would 

ask: “Help me learn to do it myself!”  As we allow students to develop a meaningful degree of 

independence and self discipline, we also set a pattern for a lifetime of good work habits and a sense 

of responsibility.  Our students take pride in doing things for themselves carefully and well. 
 

Independence does not come automatically as we grow older; it must be learned.  At Springs East, 

even very small children learn how to tie their shoes and put on their own coat & gloves.  At first, 

shoe laces turn into knots and coats are up-side down.  However, with practice, skills are mastered 

and the young child beams with pride.  To experience this kind of success at such an early age is to 

build up a self-image as a successful person, and leads them to approach the next task with 

confidence.  We build many opportunities into our curriculum for our students to gain hands-on 

experience. 
 

Grace and courtesy are vital everyday living skills that children need when interacting with others.  

Young people need to learn with careful modeling that we all have responsibilities to other people 

and how to handle new situations that they will face, as they become independent.  They also need 

to develop a social conscience and a clear sense of values. 
 

We consciously teach our students ethics and interpersonal skills.  Every child is treated with 



 

dignity and respect. As a close-knit community, students at Springs East Montessori School grow 

up in an atmosphere of warmth, safety and mutual trust. The children consistently observe the adults 

working courteously with one another.  As a result, they have a natural tendency to do the same.  

They learn to speak politely to friends and to clean up after themselves.   

 

Over the years, our students learn to accept more responsibility and handle themselves in a wide 

variety of situations.  Learning how to live and work together with others in a peaceful, caring way 

is, to us, the most critical life skill that we can give your son or daughter. 

 

Education is a Partnership 
 

The heart of any good school is its faculty.  

Each teacher has been chosen with great care.  

Our teachers radiate warmth, professional 

insight, skill and dedication.  They share a 

common philosophy and approach that makes 

our school very consistent in practice. 
 

In each of our classes there is a Montessori 

certified teacher.  Associate teachers are 

chosen because of special talents and qualities 

that enhance the educational program.  All 

teachers continue their professional growth 

through ongoing studies and educational 

symposia. 
 

We strongly encourage families to feel at 

home when they are at our school.  We want 

you to feel in partnership with us as we work 

with your child and create a positive 

atmosphere for learning, sharing and growing.  

There is a real sense of partnership and care 

among the parents.  We have several social 

occasions throughout the year and you will 

have an opportunity to get to know other 

parents of students and feel at home with 

them as well.  We work closely with our 

families through parent teacher conferences, 

formal progress reports, monthly newsletters, 

parent teacher evenings and phone calls as 

well when necessary.  Because we get to 

know students so well, we can carefully 

monitor and evaluate their academic progress 

within the broader context of their unique 

talents and personalities.  We encourage 

strong parent participation in the broader life 

of the school.  We have a PTA association 

that provides many additional fun activities 

for the children and for the parents to 

participate in so you child learns to socialize 

with the other students at Springs East.  

 

Extended Day Programs 
 

Springs East Montessori School programs 

have been designed to support two-career 

families.  The quality of the support that we 

offer our families has always been apart of 

our tradition.  We offer before and after 

school extended-day program running from 

7:30 am until school starts at 8:45 am and 

from the end of the school day until 6:00 pm.  

The before and after school program is 

conducted by our Montessori trained staff. 

The program includes active sports and 

games, arts and crafts and outdoor play. 

 

Safety 
 

At all times during the school day, and at 

every level, there are staff members who are 

first aid and CPR trained.  We follow a 

positive program of safety, health education 

and close supervision.  As a result we have an 

excellent safety record.

 



 

 

An Environment for Learning 
 

Surroundings have a great deal to do with the 

creation of an atmosphere of learning.  Our 

Classrooms are our student’s homes away 

from home - and we strive to make them as 

attractive as possible.  Springs East 

classrooms tend to fascinate both children and 

their parents.  They are bright, warm, and 

inviting.  There are filled with intriguing 

learning materials, fascinating art, maps 

charts, fossils, historical artifacts, and music 

that children love.   
 

A Montessori classroom is commonly 

referred to as a prepared environment.  This 

name reflects the care and attention that is 

given to creating a learning environment that 

will reinforce the children’s independence and 

intellectual development.  You will not find 

rows of desks in our classrooms.  The rooms 

are set up to facilitate student discussion and 

stimulate collaborative learning.  One glance 

and it is clear that our children feel 

comfortable and safe.  Students will typically 

be found scattered around the classroom, 

working alone or in small groups.  They tend 

to become so involved in their work that 

visitors are immediately struck by the sense of 

calmness and peace.  It may take a moment to 

spot the teachers within the environment.  

They will be found working with one or two 

children at a time; advising, presenting a new 

lesson or quietly observing the class at work. 

 

The World of Tomorrow 
 

Today’s rapid technological and social change 

makes it increasingly difficult for us to 

understand and keep pace with the modern 

world.  This has put schools under terrific 

pressure to re-evaluate what should be taught 

in an age when no one can predict the skills 

our children will need when they reach 

maturity. 
 

In the past, when the body of knowledge was 

relatively fixed and limited, the most efficient 

education consisted of lecture, drill and 

memorization.  In an era of technological 

revolution and social change, the foundation 

of a good education is to learn how to learn. 
 

Our course of study encompasses the full 

substance of the traditional curriculum, and 

goes beyond to teach students how to think 

clearly, do their own research, express 

themselves well in writing and speech, and to 

put their knowledge to practical application.  

At Springs East, lessons are introduced 

simply and concretely in the early years, and 

are reintroduced several times over the 

following years at increasing degrees of 

abstraction and complexity. 
 

Our Elementary Program is an integrated 

thematic approach that ties the separate 

disciplines of curriculum together into studies 

of the physical universe the world of nature, 

and the human experience.  This integrated 

approach is one of Springs East’s great 

strengths and makes our course of study 

innovative.  As an example, when our 

students study world history they read world 

literature, the art, history, and social issues of 

that period of time.  Although we offer a 

warm, supportive academic atmosphere, we 

set a high level of expectation for the quality 

of thought, work and master of content. 
 

Since our founding in 1967 Springs East 

Montessori School has already produced four 

decades of graduates who are recognized for 

their character, leadership and academic 

achievements.  



 

 

Developing a Mathematical Mind 
 

In Montessori we use hands-on learning 

materials that make abstract concepts clear 

and concrete.  Students can literally see and 

explore what is going on.  Our approach to 

learning mathematics is based the research of 

Drs. Marie Montessori and Jean Piaget.  It 

offers a clear and logical strategy for helping 

students both understand and develop a sound 

foundation in mathematics and geometry.  As 

an example, consider the very basis of 

Mathematics; the decimal system; units, tens, 

hundreds and thousands. Since quantities 

larger than twenty rarely have any meaning to 

a young child, Dr. Montessori reasoned that 

we should present this abstract concept 

graphically.  Children cannot normally 

conceive of the size of a hundred, thousand or 

million; much less the idea that a thousand is 

equal to ten hundreds or one hundred tens. 
 

Montessori overcame this obstacle by 

developing a concrete representation of the 

decimal system.  Single one-centimeter beads 

represent units; a unit of ten is made up on a 

bar of ten beads strung together; hundreds are 

squares made up of ten-bars; and thousands 

are cubes made up of ten hundred-squares.  

Together, they form a visually and 

intellectually impressive tool for learning.  

Very young children can form large numbers, 

“Please bring me three thousands, five 

hundreds, six tens and one unit.”  From this 

foundation, all of the operations in 

Mathematics, such as the addition of 

quantities into thousands, become clear and 

concrete allowing the child to internalize a 

clear image of how the process works. 
 

Montessori mathematics climbs in 

sophistication through the higher levels.  It 

includes a careful study of the practical 

application of mathematics in everyday life, 

such as measurement, handling finances, 

making economic comparisons, or in 

gathering data and statistical analyses.  

Practical economics is another important 

element in our curriculum.  One of our early 

lessons for the young child is recognition and 

value of pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and 

dollars. At age six students learn to recognize 

the value of a dollar, and how to make 

change, and what a dollar can buy. 
 

As they grow older, students learn how to 

compute the cost of a meal for the family, 

plan a weekly budget, maintain a checkbook, 

invest in the financial markets, and 

understand how to use credit wisely.  

 

Language and Literature 
 

The process of learning how to read should be as simple as learning how to speak.  We begin by 

placing our youngest students in classes in which the older students are already reading.  All 

children want to “do what the big kids can do,” and as the intriguing work that absorbs the older 

students involves reading, there is a natural lure for the young child.   

 

The process if learning to read and write at Springs East comes naturally and begins with a child’s 

first interest.  He begins by learning the phonetic sounds of the alphabet, using his growing 

knowledge to read and write increasingly complex words and sentences.  Mastery of basic skills 

normally develops so smoothly that students tend to exhibit a sudden “explosion into spelling and 

reading,” which leaves our young students, not to mention their families, beaming with pride.  Once 



 

our young students have made their first breakthroughs into reading, they tend to proceed rapidly.  

There is typically a quick jump from reading and writing single words to sentences and stories.  
 

We begin to teach the functions of grammar and sentence structure to students as young as first 

grade, just as they are first learning to put words together to express themselves.  This leads them to 

master these vital skills during a time in their lives when it is a delight.  Before long, they learn to 

write naturally and well.  During the Elementary years, we increasingly focus on the development 

of research and composition skills.  Our students write every day, learning to organize increasingly 

complex ideas and information into well-written stories, poems, reports, plays and student 

publications. 
 

Finally, and most importantly, the key to our language arts curriculum is the quality of the things we 

give our children to read.  From and early age, children are given first rate children’s books and 

fascinating works on science, history, geography and the arts.  Literary studies continue every year 

thereafter keeping them engaged and excited. 

 

History and Geography Come Alive! 
 

We are all members of the human family.  

Our roots lie in the distant past, and history is 

the story of our common heritage.  Without s 

strong sense of history, we cannot begin to 

know who we are as individuals today.  We 

instill in our students a global perspective.   
 

With this goal in mind, we teach history and 

world cultures from age three thru graduation.  

Our youngest students work with specially 

designed maps and begin to learn the name of 

the world’s continents and countries.  

Physical geography begins in Kindergarten 

with the study of the rivers, lakes, deserts, and 

mountain ranges of The United States.  In first 

grade we continue with the study of the 

formation of the Earth, the emergence of the 

oceans, atmosphere and the evolution of life.  

We learn about the world’s rivers, lakes, 

deserts, mountain ranges and natural 

resources. 
 

International studies begin for the younger 

children learning about the different children 

of our world and the studies continue through 

all grades.  The curriculum integrates art, 

music, dance, cooking, geography, literature 

and science. The children learn to try and 

enjoy authentic food from all over the world.  

They learn the traditional folk songs and 

dances.  We celebrate all national holidays 

and a wide range of holidays that reflect 

America’s ethnic diversity. 
 

In Elementary classes, the older students 

begin to study world cultures in greater depth: 

the customs, government, industry, the arts, 

history and dress.  Keep in mind that our 

students go to school and grow up with 

children from diverse cultural backgrounds.  

They learn to treasure the richness of their 

own cultural heritage, and those of their 

friends.  



 

 

Hands on Science 

 

Science is an integral element of our 

curriculum. Among other things, it represents 

a way of life: a clear thinking approach.  We 

want them to observe, analyze, experiment 

and predict-possible out comes. 
 

We want our students to be fascinated by the 

universe. Our program is designed to cultivate 

our students’ curiosity and determination to 

discover.  They learn how to observe patiently 

analyze and work at each problem.  The very 

young child at Springs East is enthralled with 

seeing the constellations and learning their 

names.  They do so with a sense of eager 

curiosity and wonder.  They eagerly engage in 

field trips and experiments, and look forward 

to observing the outcomes. 
 

With encouragement and a solid foundation, 

even young children are ready and anxious to 

investigate their world to wonder at the 

interdependence of living things and to 

explore the ways in which the physical 

universe works, and to project how it came to 

be.  The scope of our elementary science 

curriculum allows us to guide students to 

discover and learn scientific facts and process.  

Our curriculum will include but is not limited 

to topics from botany, zoology, physical 

science, machines, and technology, 

astronomy, geology, ecology, earth science, 

weather and the medical science.  Our campus 

includes a natural wildlife habit- an ideal 

laboratory for first-hand nature study. 
 

In winter, the children study the wildlife of 

the forest. They look for animal tracts and 

learn how animals protect themselves from 

the winter cold.  As spring approaches, they 

love to see and discover the first bud or 

crocus poking out of the dormant earth.  In 

spring and fall, students hike through the 

woods looking for wild flowers.  They look 

forward to seeing how many different kinds 

of birds they can spot.  And spotting an 

occasional wild turkey or white-tailed deer, 

leaves a memory for a lifetime. 

 

Exposing children to the Arts through  

In-house Field Trips 

 

Field trips take place within the school and 

include numerous high quality artistic 

performances as well as themed educational 

programs.  Early exposure to the arts is an 

important element of our curriculum.  

Children and their parents have enjoyed 

shows by the School House Symphony, Frish 

Marionettes, Cincinnati Ballet, Cincinnati 

Opera, and Theatre IV.  Field Trips are 

naturally an integral part of this rich 

curriculum.  In Montessori, the Arts are 

integrated within the curriculum and are 

modes of exploring and expanding lessons 

that have been introduced in science, history, 

geography, English, and mathematics. Our 

music program focuses on different music 

forms, rhythms and a variety of seasonal 

songs and movement activities.  The 

elementary students participate in dramatic 

performances that are performed for the 

parents.  Older students may also participate 

in performances put on for the younger 

children.  The performing arts weave in other 

subject areas.  Each year the elementary 

students stage a science fair integrating 

science and formal presentation to the parents. 



 

 

Physical Education and Health 
 

Our physical education program emphasizes 

enjoyable participation in physical activity. 

The program helps students develop the 

knowledge, attitudes, motor skills, and 

confidence needed to maintain physically 

active and healthy lifestyles. 
 

Nina Mishchenko, winner of two Olympic 

gold medals, designed our physical education 

curriculum.  In the Moscow Olympics she 

received a gold medal as a synchronized 

swimmer.  In the Seoul Olympics she 

received a gold medal as a fencing coach.  

Nina is still coaching swimming teams for the 

upcoming Olympics.  Nina comes to the 

United States each year to conduct teacher 

training seminars in how to help children 

become physically fit for life. Since 1985, she 

has played a key role in developing the 

physical education curriculum at Springs 

East. 
 

Health education emphasizing proper 

nutrition and eating habits begins as early as 

three years old and continues through all 

grades. While the younger children focus on 

the basic concepts of learning the food groups 

and the difference between eating “fun foods” 

and “growing foods”.  The older children 

study healthy eating and learn why they 

should “eat well”.  Older children also learn 

to respect “drugs” and medications and know 

they have no place in recreation.   
 

Esteem building and character building is an 

integral part of the Montessori Curriculum 

and a key factor in helping children adapt and 

maintain positive and healthy lifestyles.

 

What Makes Springs East Special? 

 

• We begin with a deep respect for the child as a unique individual.  We work from a deep 

concern form his or her social and emotional development, because there is far more to 

education than mastering facts. 

 

• Springs East Montessori School is a warm and supportive community of students, teachers, 

and parents. You can’t get lost in the crowd! 

 

• We consciously teach our students to be kind and respectful. 

 

• Our classrooms are bright and exciting environments for learning. 

 

• At Springs East, our goal is to develop students who really understand their schoolwork.  

 

• Our students learn through hands-on experience, investigation and research.  They become 

actively engaged in their studies. 

 

• Springs East is consciously designed to recognize and address different learning styles, 

helping students learn more effectively. 

 



 

• We challenge and set high expectations for all our students. 

 

• Our students develop self-discipline and an internal sense of purpose and motivation.  After 

graduation, they find that these values really pay off later in life. 

 

• Springs East Montessori School is an international school.  Both our curriculum and student 

body reflect a global perspective. 

 

• We instill within our students a love for the natural world.  Outdoor education is an essential 

part of every student’s life at Springs East. 

• Springs East students are not afraid of making mistakes; they see them as natural steps in the 

learning process. Our motto is to teach teaching not correcting. 

 

• Our aim us to make each child feel special.  Through warmth and encouragement, a child 

builds confidence as he recognizes that learning gets easier with practice. 

 

Admission 
 

Obviously no school can be all things to all people, nor can it be right for every child.  The goal 

of our admissions process is to ensure a good match between your family’s values and objectives 

for your children and those of our school.  Springs East Montessori School is a school that holds 

values rare in today’s world.  We are looking for families with similar goals who are seeking a 

school that reflects their values and philosophy.  We work closely with parents as an extension of 

the home. 

 

We invite you to visit and see our program in action.  We hold Open Houses throughout the year.  

Call our office to let us know when you would like to visit.  Pre-school, Kindergarten and 

Elementary students visit the school with their parents as part of the admissions process.  We 

receive most applications between October and March 1st.  Late applications and applications for 

mid year admissions are considered as space is available.  We consider each application as it is 

received and develop a waiting list when all spaces have been filled for the current year. 

 

Springs East Montessori School admits and works with students without regard to race, color, 

religion, national or ethnic origin or handicap.  

 

5 Day Programs: 

Preschool / Kindergarten:  AM Session (8:45 – 11:45) or PM Session (12:45 – 3:30) 

Ages 2 – 5 years   or Full Day (8:45 – 3:30) 

 

3 Day Program: 

Preschool Ages 2 & 3   AM Session (8:45-11:45) or PM Session (12:30-3:30) 

 

Extended Care Programs: 

Before School  Begins at 7:30 AM  and  After School  Ends at 6:00 PM 



 

AN INTRODUCTION TO OUR  

FOUNDING DIRECTOR, Ann Griesdorn 
 

Ann Weil Griesdorn is one of eight children born and raised in Cincinnati. Growing up in such a 

large family, she was fortunate to be exposed to and experience a wide array of interests and 

passions. Among the most coveted family interest was a devotion to the Arts.  The large family 

environment gave Ann a profound respect and curiosity for each individual’s unique growth and 

development. This curiosity later grew into a passion for understanding how each child learns and 

perceives the world in his or her unique way. 

 

After attending Edge Cliff College, today Xavier University, and during her undergraduate years, 

Ann went to New York and graduated from one of the first Montessori training programs in the 

United States.  The program that Ann attended was a Montessori training program that was 

instructed by Mario Montessori, Maria’s son.  After completion of her course work Ann then 

worked at the Washington Montessori Institute to help design and develop materials that were to be 

used in classrooms across the country.  She later returned to Cincinnati to found Springs East and 

attended additional post-graduate course work in early childhood education at Xavier University.

 

FACULTY MEMBERS 
 

Sally O’Donnell  - BS in Physical Education, University of Cincinnati 

Principal /Teacher             - Montessori: AMI Certified 

Grades Pre-K through 8 - Teaching at Springs East since 1985  

 

Sharon Teece   - BS in Marketing, Univ. of Northern Kentucky 

Teacher   - MBA in Marketing, Univ. of Northern Kentucky 

Grades Pre-K through 8 - Montessori: AMI Certified 

- Teaching at Springs East since 1999 

 

Linda Flottemesch  - Assisting at Springs East since 2015 

Assistant Teacher   

 

Teachers are Montessori certified.  Assistant teachers are required to complete 12 hours of 

Montessori training prior to beginning employment to familiarize them with the concepts and 

techniques used at our school.   Our educators complete continuing education courses to update 

their skills and to improve their teaching effectiveness.   


